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PRESS STATEMENT: 21. 2. 69. 
FROM: MEMBER FOR GLENELG (MR. HUDSON). 
SUBJECT: CHOv/ILLA. 
Unless basic premises of the River Murray Technical Commission's 
report could be successfully challenged the Chowilla Dam would 
never be built, the Member for Glenelg (Mr. Hudson) said at a 
public meeting in Berri tonight. 
Mr. Hudson said that if the proposal to build Dartmouth succeeded, 
and the assumptions made by the Technical Committee were continued, 
the up river States would always be able to prove that a further 
storage on the headwaters of the Murray was preferable to Chowilla. 
"Indeed, the Technical Committee contemplates this possibility by 
mentioning Murray Gates and Jingellic as possible sites for a 
further storage," he warned 
"We should remember that it was the Technical Committee that 
reported in favor of Chowilla in 1961," he said. 
"At that time it was assumed that the Murray would be pooled at 
L^ock Ten, ie, a zero flow past Mildura. 
^'This implies that SA's requirements would be obtained from Chowilla, 
while all water which comes down the Murray for SA would be 
available for NSW and Victoria." 
Mr. Hudson said that in 1961 it was assumed that a minimum flow 
of 900 cusecs past Mildura was needed in order to maitain a good 
water quality in the district, even though no SA irrigator could 
demand 900 cusecs minimum flow past his section of the river, even if 
Chowilla was built. 
"Presumably Mildura has some special ally i with the River Murray 
Commission," he said. 
I'ln 1961 the Technical Committee assumed that the rate of evaporation 
from Chowilla each year wou^d average 600,000 feet. 
"In 1969 the committee has alledged that evaporation will be 
S20,000 to 920,000 acre feet a year. 
"Needless to say this is very damaging to the yield which can be 
expected from Chowilla." 
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Mr. Hudson said that the average flow of the Mitta Mitta at 
Dartmouth was estimated at 5^0,000 acre feet a year. 
"The Technical Committee admits that this figure is based on 
gaugings taken from further downstream, but no study has been 
made of the consequences of the average flow being less than 
estimated. 
Mr. Hudson said that the Technical Committee based all its studies 
on determining the project that would give greatest yield to NSW 
and Victoria, while SA received only its entitlement. 
"The system applying in the up river states where water sales are 
made, although no water rights are available, has led to a 
situation of excess demands for water. 
"To a very large extent the Technical Committee1 assumes that its 
main task is to discover a cheaper way of satisfying this excessive 
demand." 
Mr. Hudson said that irrigation development and practices in the 
up-river Siates might cause a worsening in the salinity problem 
in SA. 
"If Dartmouth is built we can expect further up-river irrigation 
development, and an increase in the salinity problem and water 
quality." 
Mr. Hudson said that the interests of the up-river irrigators had 
invariably been given priority over SA. 
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